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GUIDELINES FOR CHOOSING SPONSORS FOR BAPTISM 

1. Parents or Godparents must be members of St. Therese. If parents are not members of St. 

Therese, a letter from the pastor of their church stating that they are members in good standing in 

their parish and it must be received before we can register them for Baptism Preparation class and 

the Baptism.  This note is to be submitted to the church office no later than three weeks 

before the scheduled date of the baptism. It may be emailed to kolszewski@sainttherese.net 

2. Godparents, unless they are already registered members of St. Therese Catholic Church, need 

to obtain from their pastor a sponsor letter.  

3. One Godparent is sufficient. If you wish, you may choose two godparents, however only one is 

required. 

4. A godparent must be at least 16 years of age. 

5. Since godparents are the church’s official representative for the child being baptized, they must 

be fully initiated into the Catholic Church; that is, they should be baptized, confirmed, and have 

received their First Communion. 

6. The role of a godparent, together with parents, is to help the child to live a life befitting a 

baptized Christian, including faithfully fulfilling the specific duties proper to a member of the 

Church. Godparents fulfill their role not only by helping with the specific tasks involved in the 

Christian upbringing of the baptized, but by the depth of their own commitment to serving Christ in 

and through the Catholic Church. 

7. A baptized person who belongs to another Christian Church (but not Catholic) may serve as 

witness for the baptism together with at least one Catholic sponsor. It is expected that this 

Christian witness have a “conceived faith in Jesus Christ.” 

8. Proxies are permitted to stand in at the baptismal ceremony if the godparents are unable to be 

present. There should be a separate proxy for each missing godparent. They must be practicing 

Catholics. 
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